
 

 

January 9, 2023 
RE: ‘Clash of the Classrooms’ Reading Challenge  
 
Dear Educators,  
 
Chatham-Kent and Lambton County elementary school classes are invited to participate in the ‘Clash 
of the Classrooms’ Reading Challenge hosted in partnership with Chatham-Kent Public Library 
(CKPL) and Lambton County Library. Through this program, CKPL and Lambton County Library hope 
to strengthen students’ love of reading.  
 
Online registration for ‘Clash of the Classrooms’ opens on Monday, January 9. Educators can sign 
their classes up for the challenge through Beanstack, a web-based reading tracking service that 
enables individuals and groups to easily track their reading progress.  
 
From February 6 to March 10, educators can use Beanstack to report their classes’ reading progress. 
Classes will earn badges for reaching reading milestones and completing activities. Any time that 
students spend reading in and outside of class during the challenge can be added to class reading 
totals.  
 

Prizes will be awarded in two categories for the top elementary school classes in Chatham-Kent and 
Lambton County: 

• Class pizza parties 
o Two Chatham-Kent elementary school classes that log the most minutes read total, one 

K-3 and one 4-8 
o Two Lambton County elementary school classes that log the most minutes read total, 

one K-3 and one 4-8 

• $250 donation to school library or learning commons 
o Chatham-Kent elementary school with the highest average reading time per student   
o Lambton County elementary school with the highest average reading time per student  

 
CKPL would like to extend a special thank you to the Rotary Club of Chatham for sponsoring the 
Chatham-Kent portion of ‘Clash of the Classrooms’. 
 

Beanstack 
To register, complete the following steps on a computer: 

1. Go to lambton.beanstack.org (this is the same for both Chatham-Kent and Lambton County 

schools). 

2. Select “Register a Class or Group” under the “Create an account” heading. 

3. Select “All at one time” when it asks how you would like to log reading and activities. 

4. Use the following format when entering your Group Name: Ms. Frizzle’s Grade 4/5 Class. If 

you teach a Grade 3/4 class, please indicate whether you have more grade three students or 



grade four students by including this information at the end of your group name. (i.e. Ms. 

Frizzle’s Grade 3/4 Class – more Grade 4s). 

5. Select the average age of students in your class for the age of your group account. 

6. Select the number of students in your class plus yourself for “How many readers are you 

registering?” 

7. Select your school. This is a requirement so that we can count your minutes toward your 

school’s total.  If you cannot find your school on the list, please email 

library.publicservices@county-lambton.on.ca with your school’s name. 

8. Provide your information. If you already have a personal Beanstack account with Lambton 

County Library, you will need to use a different email address than you used for your personal 

account.  

9. Select your nearest library location.  

10. When prompted, join the Clash of the Classrooms Reading Challenge. 

a. If you are not prompted when you sign up, click “Challenges” at the top of the web page, 

and if you don’t see Clash of the Classrooms listed under “Current,” click on “Ignored”. 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q. What activities count toward reading time? 
A. Any time students spend reading or listening to fiction, non-fiction, graphic novels, articles, poetry, 
or textbooks can count towards reading time.  
 
Q. Can I count read aloud time toward my class’s total? 
A. If you are reading a book aloud as a class, please only log the time spent reading (i.e. if you read 
aloud for ten minutes, please log ten minutes, not ten minutes for each student in the class). 
 
Q. Can I log my own minutes toward my class’s total? 
A. Yes! Modelling reading to your class is a great way to help your students form the habit of reading. 
Please help your class by logging your own reading. 
 
Q. Do I have to report every day? 
A. No, you can report at any time throughout the challenge.  
 

Please contact:  
 
Vanitia Campbell  
Public Services Coordinator, Youth Programs 
and Outreach 
Lambton County Library 
The Corporation of the County of Lambton  
Phone: 519.845.0801 x5237 
Email: vanitia.campbell@county-lambton.on.ca  

Stephanie Hartford 
Children’s Librarian 
Chatham-Kent Public Library 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
Phone: 519.354.2940 
Email: stephanieha@chatham-kent.ca

 

mailto:library.publicservices@county-lambton.on.ca
mailto:vanitia.campbell@county-lambton.on.ca
mailto:stephanieha@chatham-kent.ca

